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	Characters
	Characters are believable within story framework and are well developed.
	Characters are mostly believable within story framework and are well developed.
	Characters are somewhat believable within story framework. Characters mostly developed.
	Characters are only partially believable within story framework.  Characters not well developed.
	Characters either not believable or not well developed for assignment.

	Setting
	Setting covers all areas required and is creative.
	
	Setting covers all areas required, but lacks creativity.
	
	Setting does not cover all areas required.

	Exposition/Background
	Background information provides valuable insight into story.
	Background information provides mostly valuable insight into story.
	Background information provides little valuable insight into story.
	Background is lacking or provides very minimal information to story.
	No background information is present.

	Rising Action
	Rising action is evident and builds at a decent pace.
	Rising action is evident, but lacks pacing.
	Rising action is mostly evident, or pacing is either too slow or too fast.
	Rising action is barely evident or there is no pacing.
	No rising action present.

	Climax
	Climax is clearly evident, creative, and flows with the story.
	Climax is evident, mostly creative, and flows with story.
	Climax, while evident, is predictable, only somewhat creative, or has a couple issues with flow.
	Climax does not flow with the rest of story.
	No climax evident.

	Falling Action
	Falling action is evident and shows result of climax.
	Falling action is evident shows only some results of climax
	Falling action is present, but does not show results of climax. 
	Falling action is only partially present, and does not show results.
	No falling action present.

	Resolution
	Resolution is valid and all areas are resolved.
	
	Resolution shows only a few areas resolved.
	
	Resolution does not show conflict as resolved.

	Creativity
	Short Story is creative, interesting, and easy to read.
	Short story is mostly creative, interesting, and easy to read.
	Short story is only partially creative, interesting, or easy to read.
	Short story displays limited creativity.
	Short story shows no manner of creativity.

	Grammatical Errors
	5 or fewer grammatical errors.
	6-10 grammatical errors.
	11-17 grammatical errors.
	18-24 grammatical errors.
	25 or more grammatical errors.

	Title
	Title is effective, gives audience impression of work without being too direct.
	
	Title is effective, but is not creative, or is too direct in nature.
	
	No title present, or title simply says “Short story” or “My short story” or something similar.

	Spelling
	1-2 Spelling Errors.
	3-5 Spelling Errors.
	6-10 Spelling Errors.
	11-15 Spelling Errors.
	More than 15 Spelling Errors.

	Verb Tense
	Verb tense is correctly used.
	Verb Tense is mostly correct, with only a couple of errors.
	Verb Tense switches back and forth more than a couple times.
	Verb Tense is confusing and varies back and forth throughout the duration of the Short Story.
	Verb Tense is confusing and makes the short story illegible. 

	Length
	Short Story is at least 4-5 pages in length.
	
	Short Story is 3 pages in length.
	
	

	Coherence
	Short Story makes sense. 
	Short Story makes sense, but a couple of times plot leaps from point to point.
	Short Story mostly makes sense, with only a few illogical jumps.
	Short Story has major plot holes. 
	Short story has major plot holes, which makes reading story near impossible.
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